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                    Lunch and Learn at The Fairview Inn 
We were pleased to welcome Faye Peterson, Leslie Lee and Rob McDuff as guest 
speakers at the MWLA Membership Meeting on January 9th at The Fairview Inn 
in Jackson.  The panelists discussed issues relating to the recent US Supreme 
Court decisions impacting youth in MS who were sentenced to life without parole, 
including the need for uniformity in sentencing guidelines in Mississippi and the 
determination of how to proceed with resentencing in light of these recent 
Supreme Court decisions.   The panelists addressed several questions from the 
membership, and the interactive presentation was very informative. 
Photos from the luncheon: 
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Leadership Workshop for Professional Women 

Dallas, Texas February 8 and 9, 2013 
It’s not too late to sign up for the Leadership Workshop for Professional Women:  Skills 
for Success, to be held at the Embassy Suites Market Center in Dallas on February 8 and 
9th.  This is a chance to enhance practical and focused skills to develop leadership success 
through non-defensive communication strategies, negotiation techniques and a roadmap 
towards economic advancement and leadership.  Facilitators include Sharon Ellison, 
Karen Lockwood and Lauren Stiller Rikleen.  Luncheon speakers are Brigadier General 
Wilma Vaught (USAF, ret.) and Texas State Senator Wendy Davis.  If you can’t attend 
the two-day conference, sign up for just the luncheons or for a single day.   

 

To Register, go to http://ncwba.org/ 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
January 30, 2013: Hattiesburg Social (Flyer attached) 

February 20, 2013:  North MS Social in Tupelo; location TBD 

February 22-23, 2013: 20th Annual Evelyn Gandy Lecture Series, 
King Edward Hotel, Jackson, MS 
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Drug-abusing pregnant women may be 
prosecuted under endangerment law, Ala. 

Supreme Court says 
By Debra Cassens Weiss 

This article is borrowed from the American Bar Association’s website and was 
published on January 14, 2013. 

Drug-abusing pregnant women can be prosecuted under a law intended to protect 
children from methamphetamine labs, the Alabama Supreme Court has ruled. 

The  court  ruled  on  Friday  that  the  state  law  barring  chemical  endangerment  of  a  child  
applies to those who have not yet been born, the Montgomery Advertiser reports. The 6-2 
majority held that “the plain meaning of the word ‘child’ in the chemical endangerment 
statute includes unborn children.” Alabama Appellate Watch has a copy of the supreme 
court decision (PDF). 

Justice Tom Parker wrote the majority opinion. In a section of his decision joined by four 
other justices, Parker refused to make a distinction based on viability “as inconsistent 
with the plain meaning of the word ‘child’ and with the laws of this state.” The opinion 
did  not  consider  constitutional  arguments,  saying  the  court  granted  cert  only  on  the  
statutory construction issue. 

The court ruled in an appeal by two women, Hope Elisabeth Ankrom and Amanda 
Kimbrough. Ankrom’s son was born in 2009 with cocaine in his system. Kimbrough's 
son died 19 minutes after his birth; an autopsy attributed his death to methamphetamine 
exposure. Both women pleaded guilty under plea agreements. Kimbrough received a 10-
year sentence. 

Courts in a majority of other states have refused to apply criminal statutes to pregnant 
women in similar circumstances, the court acknowledged. The court found those cases 
unpersuasive. 

A dissenter, Chief Justice Charles Malone, said the majority’s construction of the statute 
could lead to practical problems. The law as interpreted by the majority could apply to a 
woman who has a glass of wine without knowing she is  pregnant,  he said.  Malone also 
said the statute as constructed would provide an incentive for abortion by women fearing 
prosecution. 

Personhood Alabama called the decision a “landmark ruling” in a press release, while 
Liberty Counsel founder Mathew Staver said in a press release that the decision is in line 
with rulings in other areas of the law. “In personal injury, criminal, and wills and estate 
law, the trend has been to recognize the unborn child as a human with legal protections, 
not merely a ‘potential’ human being,” he said. 
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