
Hello fellow MWLA members!  I hope all of 

you are having a bright and productive 

spring.  Your MWLA officers have been very 

busy over the last few months working on 

your behalf.  We have had  board and com-

mittee meetings and two membership meet-

ings.  We have had a regional MWLA meet-

ing in Hattiesburg, and much  work has been 

completed in furtherance of our community 

service projects.  On behalf of the Board, 

Carmelita Ball represented you at the Univer-

sity of Mississippi School of Law Awards 

Day  and presented the MWLA yearly 

$500.00 scholarship to a law student, and we 

sponsored two law students to attend the 

Gandy Lecture Series.  
 

Please join us for our Spring MWLA Social 

at the Parker House on April 14th, 2011 at 

5:30 p.m.  There is no cost, and it is a won-

derful networking event. Bar President Nina 

Stubblefield Tollison will give a few              

remarks.    Also, for those of you who are in 

north Mississippi or those who  would like a 

nice day trip, please make plans to join us for the 

North MS Regional luncheon on April 20th, 

2011, at the Oxford  University  Club.     
 

MWLA’s Third Annual Day of Leadership is 

sure to be a wonderful event which will 

honor  La’Verne Edney as the Outstanding 

Woman Lawyer Award Winner and Shirley Nor-

wood Jones as the Lifetime Achievement Award 

Winner.  The event will take place at the Missis-

sippi Museum of Art on May 4th, 2011.  You 

ma y r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  e v e n t  a t 

www.mswomenlawyers.com. 

 

Thank you for all of the work you do for 

MWLA! 

     President’s Message    -Melissa Carleton  
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April 14, 2011 

    Spring Social  

     Parker House 

     Ridgeland, MS  

 

April 20, 2011 

    North MS Regional Meeting 

    Oxford University Club 

    Oxford, MS   

 

May 4, 2011 

     MWLA Day of Leadership 

 

Please continue to 

donate clothing to 

Dress for Success and 

items to Mississippi 

Children’s Home  

Services.  

 

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

 

Visit MWLA website.   

 

Find us on Facebook!  

 

Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient: Shirley Norwood Jones   

Professor Jones graduated with a B.A., magna 

cum laude, from Millsaps College in just 3 years. 

She received her J.D., with distinction, from the 

University of Mississippi in 1952.  It only took her 

2 years to complete law school.  After graduation 

from law school she practiced law with Watkins, 

Edward & Ludlum as an associate from 1952 to 

1957, and became a partner in the firm in 1958. 

She was one of the first women partners in any 

law firm.   
 

She joined the firm of Green, Green & Cheney as 

a partner in 1960 and  practiced with that firm 

until 1971 when the firm became Green, Cheney, 

Jones & Hughes. In 1975, the firm became Green, 

Cheney, Jones, Hughes, McKibben & Stack. In 

1977, Professor Jones joined the faculty of the law 

school. She served as Associate Dean of the law 

school from 1988 to 1990. In 1991, she was 

named as the Owen Cooper Professor of Law, 

becoming the first holder of an endowed chair at 

the law school.  She retired from teaching in 2000.  

She encouraged and supported her students and 

had a huge role in helping to place them.    
 

Professor Jones is a member of the Estate  

Planning Council of Mississippi and is a former 

president. She is also a Fellow of the Mississippi 

Bar Foundation and is a member of the Hinds 

County, Mississippi Bar, and the American Bar 

Associations. She is a member of the ABA  

Committee on Federal Death Tax Problems of  

Estates and Trusts.  There is a distinguished 

 faculty award given that is named after her.  She 

received the governor’s Power of One award in 

2005.  She is the former President of Women in 

the Church of North Park Presbyterian Church.  

She is also past parliamentarian of the Pilot Club 

of Jackson (similar to rotary but for women).   

http://www.mswomenlawyers.com
http://www.mswomenlawyers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mississippi-Women-Lawyers-Association/259602128411
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“MWLA members 

can take pride in 

their community 

service and 

involvement this 

year . The 

generosity  of our 

members is 

tremendous.” 

COMMUNITY SERVICE WRAP UP BY Jessica Dupont 

This year, as its community-based service 
projects, the Mississippi Women Lawyers’ 
Association adopted two non-profit organi-
zations to assist.  Dress for Success - 
Metro Jackson (DFS) is an organization 
MWLA has assisted in years past, and new 
this year, MWLA selected Mississippi Chil-
dren’s Home Services (MCHS) as a        
second organization to assist. 
 
MWLA’s continuing community service 
project is providing new and gently used 
suits and professional attire to Dress for 
Success Metro Jackson.  Along with the 
collection of interview-appropriate profes-
sional attire for women at each  member-
ship meeting, this year MWLA joined 
forces with the Women in the Profession 
committee of the Mississippi Bar to collect 
professional attire at the Evelyn Gandy 
Lecture Series held on the Gulf Coast in 
February.   By teaming up with WIP, 
MWLA was able to further support Dress 
for Success and help accomplish its mis-
sion to promote the economic independ-
ence of disadvantaged women by provid-
ing professional attire, a network of support 
and the career development tools to help 
women thrive in work and in life.  In addi-
tion to the collection and donation of      
professional wear, in January 2011, MWLA 
members Tiffany Graves, Tami Munsch, 
Jennie Pitts, and Amanda Green Alexan-
der volunteered to be panelists, lending 
their legal knowledge and expertise, for 
DFS’ Professional Women’s Group round-
table discussion. 

New to its community service program this 
year, MWLA selected Mississippi                
Children’s Home Services, a non-profit  
organization whose mission is to improve 
the lives of children and families by provid-
ing a continuum of compassionate, meas-
urable and effective behavioral health and 
social services.  During the years of 
MCHS’ existence, they have succeeded in 
placing more than 6,700 youth with adop-
tive families as well as providing foster 
families for children. Also included in the 

Continuum of Care, MCHS provides     
children and their families a variety of   
services designed to enable them to    
develop the skills necessary for success 
in their homes and communities.   

MWLA is proud to have been able to     
assist with MCHS’ needs by providing 
sports equipment and other fun zone    
donations to the children throughout the 
2010 - 2011 membership year.  Recently, 
MWLA collected items for the MCHS 
“Prom Party” which will be held April 15, 
2011.  Many of the children who are 
housed at MCHS are unable to attend 
their high school proms so this event 
gives them that opportunity.  Also during 
the year, MWLA members cast their votes 
for MCHS in the “Pepsi Refresh Project” 
for a chance to be awarded $250,000 in 
order to better develop the Hattiesburg 
Crisis Shelter, and although MCHS did 
not ultimately receive the $250,000 grant 
award, MWLA members helped the      
project place in the top 100, which auto-
matically placed the Hattiesburg Crisis 
Shelter project in the running for the 
award during the month of January. 

MWLA members can take pride in their 
community service and involvement this 
year. The generosity of our members is 
tremendous.  It is apparent the women of 
MWLA enjoy sharing our successes and 
abilities through projects that improve the 
quality of life in our communities.  Cer-
tainly, the ladies of MWLA embody Char-
acter, Integrity and Professionalism. 

 

**A very special thanks to Tammye Brown 
of Wise Carter Child & Caraway and Tif-
fany Graves of Corlew Munfurd & Smith 
PLLC for aiding in and coordinating col-
lection and distribution of all the donations 
received. 

 

M W L A  N E W S L E T T E R  



Jackson Membership Meeting:   

Jessica Upshaw Discusses Her Experiences in the Mississippi Legislature   
written by Tiffany Graves 
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On March 16, 2011, MWLA hosted its 

final Jackson membership meeting of 

the 2010-2011 term at the Fairview Inn 

in Jackson.  Jessica Upshaw, a Republi-

can member of the Mississippi House 

of Representatives, was the featured 

speaker.  Upshaw has represented the 

95th District since 2004.  She was re-

elected in 2007.  A practicing attorney, 

she is the sole proprietor of Jessica 

Sibley Upshaw & Associates.   

 

After providing an update of the legisla-

tion that has been approved, rejected or 

is currently pending before the Legisla-

ture, Upshaw spoke candidly about her 

experiences in the Mississippi House.  

She discussed the small number of 

lawyers in the Legislature and the great 

need for more.  She encouraged 

women lawyers, in particular, to con-

sider becoming legislators to help in-

crease the presence of lawyers and 

women serving our state.  She dis-

cussed how her legal background has 

helped her advocate for important leg-

islation within the committees on 

which she has served and even in 

heated debates on the House floor.  She 

recounted the challenges she has faced 

with balancing the interests of lobby-

ists who have supported her campaign 

with those of her constituents.  Putting 

these challenges in a legal context, she 

explained how, as a legislator, her con-

stituents are her “clients” and ex-

plained that she has to put their inter-

ests first, even if it means she may lose 

the support of some campaign donors. 

 

Upshaw is Vice-Chair of the Public 

Property Committee.  She serves on 

the Insurance, Judiciary A, Judiciary 

En Banc, Oil and Gas and Other Min-

erals, Public Health and Human Ser-

vices and the Tourism Committees.  

She also serves on Select Committees 

on Utility Cost Recovery, Gulf Coast 

Disaster and Poverty. 

 

She earned her law and undergraduate 

degrees from the University of  

Mississippi. She is a member of the 

Mississippi Bar Association,  

American Bar Association, Harrison 

County Bar Association, American 

Legislative Exchange Council,  

Colonial Gulf Coast Chamber of 

Commerce, and the Gulfport Yacht 

Club. 

 

Thank you, Jessica Upshaw, for  

sharing your experiences in the  

Mississippi Legislature with the  

Jackson area members of MWLA! 

 

South Mississippi Membership Meeting: “A Balancing Act”  
           by Mary  Moore Conville  

On March 2, 2011, twenty seven members and friends attended MWLA’s 

South MS Meeting.  The meeting was held at Bianchi’s in Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi.  A panel of speakers included Judge Deborah Gambrell, Dis-

trict Attorney Patricia Burchell, and Rector Marian. The panel facilitated a 

wonderful discussion with guests which including tips on balancing careers 

and personal life and how to manage stressful demanding jobs.   The 

speakers offered personal stories and suggested reading material. Those 

who attended the meeting described it as a wonderful and fun event.  

 

Thank you Judge Deborah Gambrell, District Attorney Patricia Burchell, and Rector Marian.  



MWLA Members on the Move 

Outstanding Woman Lawyer Award  

Alison Ketner Goodman was recently named a Share-

holder at Mitchell, McNutt & Simms in Tupelo.  

 

Nina Stubblefield Tollison has been named bankruptcy 

and creditor/debtor rights Lawyer of the Year in Oxford 

by Best Lawyers. 

 

Tiffany Graves and Parker Kline have been selected to 

the Inaugural MS Bar Leadership Forum. 

 

Tiffany Graves has been elected to serve as President-

Elect of the Jackson Young Lawyers Association         

beginning on June 1, 2011.  

 

Mary Clay Morgan was recently named a Partner at 

Bradley Arant. 

 

Jessica Dupont and Tiffany Graves have been elected to 

serve in Directors' positions for the Mississippi Bar Asso-

ciation. , Jessica will serve as Director for Pascagoula, 

Coastal District II; and Tiffany will serve as Director for 

Jackson, Hinds Post IV.  

 

If you know any members “on the move” please email 

Denita Smith at DenitaNSmith@gmail.com  

This year MWLA members nominated 

seven wonderful women for the 

MWLA Outstanding Woman Lawyer’s 

Award.  This award recognizes a 

woman lawyer who has significantly 

contributed to the legal profession 

through specific legal accomplish-

ments, extensive involvement in pro-

fessional legal organization or partici-

pation in other legally-oriented activi-

ties in the past year.  This year’s  

OWLA winner is La’Verne Edney.  

 

La’Verne Edney has taken a leave of absence from Brunini law 

firm to serve as a General Counsel of the Mississippi  

Volunteer Lawyer Project. She was also appointed by the  

Supreme Court to serve on the Access to Justice Commission.  

She has dedicated her time to raising awareness of the need for 

volunteer attorneys to provide pro bono legal services to indi-

gent residents in Mississippi. Under her leadership, MVLP has 

increased its number of volunteer lawyers.  She has also in-

creased the number of free legal clinics available to indigent 

residents.  

 

The other nominees are Felicia Adams, Amanda Green Alex-

ander, Mary Clay Morgan, Chancellor Denise Owens, Nina 

Tollison, and Jennifer Ingram Wilkinson.   

 

Assistant United States Attorney Felicia Adams was recently 

nominated to serve as U.S. Attorney for the Northern District 

of Mississippi.  She is a 1984 graduate of University of       

Mississippi Law School.   

 

Amanda Green Alexander currently serves as an Executive 

Board Member of the National Association of Women Bar 

Association.  She was also named “2010 Young Lawyer of the 

Year” by Mississippi College School of Law. Recently, an 

article written by Amanda has been accepted for publication in 

the American Bar Association’s book The ABA Commission 

on Women in the Profession.  The Road to Independence: A 

Woman’s Guide to Forming Her Own Law Firm.   

 

Currently Mary Clay Morgan serves as President of Jackson 

Young Lawyers Association.  During her term, she has spear-

headed an effort to establish a program to provide grants to 

organizations in Jackson doing work with those in need.  Also, 

JYL has established a scholarship program to assist college 

students who are interested in attending law school. The schol-

arship includes the cost of LSAT prep books, the LSAT, and 

LSAC reporting service.  

 

Chancellor Denise Owens is the 2010 recipient of the Missis-

sippi Bar Association’s Chief Justice Award.  This honor rec-

ognizes those who have worked to raise public awareness of 

the civil legal need of the poor, encourage attorneys to repre-

sent indigents for free and develop ways to assist people who 

represent themselves in legal proceedings.   

 

Nina Tollison currently serves as President of the Mississippi 

Bar Association.  She is only the second woman to hold this 

position.  During her presidency, she has represented both our 

profession and women well. Nina has been named bankruptcy 

and creditor/debtor rights lawyer of the year in Oxford by Best 

Lawyers. 

 

Since February 2010, Jennifer Ingram Wilkinson serves as 

Chair of the MS Bar’s Professionalism Committee.  She also 

serves as Co-Chair on Advisory Board to the Children’s Center 

for Communication and Development at the University of 

Southern Mississippi.  During the past year, Jennifer has served 

as counsel on two significant cases Johnson vs. Forrest General 

Hospital and Keithco Petroleum v. RLI. In Johnson, the Forrest 

County Circuit Court, Special Judge presiding, rendered a 

judgment in favor of Jennifer’s client in the amount of 

$580,000.00.  
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Events to Remember…... 
Mississippi Women Lawyers  

Association Spring Social  -  

April 14 
The Mississippi Women Lawyer’s 

Association will host its Spring So-

cial on Thursday, April 14, 2011 at 

the Parker House in Ridgeland. Light 

hors d’oeuvres will be served at the 

event  scheduled  from 5:30 until 

7:30, and MS Bar President Nina 

Stubblefield Tollison will address 

the group.  The event is open to any-

one – both members and non-

members.  Please come join us for a 

wonderful networking event.  If 

there are questions, please feel free 

to contact Heather Bennett, 

MWLA  Social Director, at 

601.351.2089 or  at 

hbennett@wgyates.com  

 

 

Mississippi Women Lawyers Asso-

ciation, Northeast Mississippi Re-

gional Luncheon - April 20 
Please join us for the northeast re-

gional MWLA Spring Luncheon 

from 11:30- 1:00 p.m., Wednesday, 

April 20 th, at the Oxford University 

Club, 265 North Lamar Boulevard, 

Oxford, MS 38655, a block from the 

downtown Square.  Beth Bryant, a 

navigational breast health nurse and 

attorney will expound on, “Adjusting 

Professionally to Life’s Seasons, 

Managing Stress and Maintaining 

Momentum.”  If you would like to 

attend or have questions, please 

email Carmelita Ball 

(Carmelita.Ball@ssa.gov), by Fri-

day, April 15th.  The cost of the lunch 

will be $25.  Please remember to 

bring items for Dress for Success 

and MS Children's Services.  

Mississippi Women Lawyers Asso-

ciation (MWLA) Day of Leader-

ship - May 4 
MWLA’s Third Annual Day of 

Leadership will be held at the Mis-

sissippi Museum of Art on May 4, 

2011 and will include a three-hour 

CLE program lead by Amy Whitten, 

J.D. The CLE program is entitled 

21st Century Leadership:  Strategies 

for Modern Leaders.   The year-end 

MWLA membership meeting begins 

at 1:30, and the CLE begins at 

2:00. Registration for the CLE will 

be limited to the first 50 to re-

spond. For all details and to register 

and pay on-line, please visit 

www.mswomenlawyers.com   

P A G E  5  

 Capital Area Bar Association Children & 

Women’s Advocacy Committee will sponsor a    

Legal Fair on Women and Children Issues.  This 

event is co-sponsored by the Mississippi Volunteer 

Lawyers Project, and Bradley Arant Boult  Cum-

mings, LLP.   

 

A number of organizations and private attor-

neys will be available to provide vital information 

about domestic violence, child support, child and 

women health issues, the divorce process, guardian-

ships, and health care directives. Although extended 

services will not be provided, referrals will be made 

to local nonprofit organizations that could poten-

tially provide needed assistance.         

Additionally, there will be games and activi-

ties for   children, including face painting and more. 

The event is free and open to the public. A light 

lunch will be served.   

 For additional information, please contact 

Amanda Green Alexander at 601-968-8571.  If you 

would like to serve as a volunteer attorney  please 

contact Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project at 

601-960-9577.  

                  Capital Area Bar Association:  

Legal Fair on Women and Children Issues 

mailto:hbennett@wgyates.com
mailto:Carmelita.Ball@ssa.gov
http://www.mswomenlawyers.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mississippi Women Lawyers Association announces its 

 Northeast Mississippi Regional Spring Luncheon  

Wednesday, the 20
th

 of April, 2011
 

11:30- 1:00 p.m. 

 “Adjusting Professionally to Life’s Seasons, Managing Stress and  

Maintaining Momentum.” 

 

Beth Bryant, Speaker 

Navigational breast health nurse and attorney 

 

Oxford University Club 

265 North Lamar Boulevard, 

Oxford, MS  38655 

 

Luncheon cost $25 

 

Coordinated by Ginger Robey, Cynthia Davis, and Carmelita Ball 

 

  R. S.V.P. to Carmelita Ball by email at Carmelita.Ball@ssa.gov, by 

Friday, April 15. 

 

  Note: Please remember to bring items for Dress for Success and MS 

Children's Services. 

 

mailto:Carmelita.Ball@ssa.gov

