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    MWLA NEWSLETTER 
       April 2013 

 

   _     ___________________________ 

   

                          MWLA PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
 

 

Whew! We sure have been busy the last few months!!!  We have had 

meetings in Jackson, Hattiesburg, and Oxford all in the past month.  

Those meetings were well-attended and informative.  We learned about 

the Appellate Process, Youth Court Practice, and got a Civil Law 

Update.  I’d like to give a big thank you to Shundral Hobson, Mary 

Largent Purvis, Brandi Gatewood, and Ann Marie Pate for organizing 

the statewide meetings and speakers and the socials in the North and 

South. 

 

We have a Jackson Social coming up on April 24 that will be hosted by 

Butler Snow.  Look for the Flyer in this newsletter!  Thank you to 

Windy Huff Ellard for doing a great job with the Jackson socials this 

year! 

 

The 5th Annual Day of Leadership is right around the corner. This year 

we are doing an all day, 6 hour CLE with a fun Lunch Around Jackson 

to split up the day. It will be held at The Jackson Convention Center on 

May 1, 2013—register online and tell your male and female colleagues 

to do the same!  We have a wonderful lineup of speakers—federal 

judges and magistrates, circuit judges, practicing attorneys, and our 

Keynote Speaker is Kathy Nester who will be coming all the way from 

Salt Lake City, Utah to speak to us!  As always, it will be followed by 

an awards reception celebrating the recipients of the Outstanding 

Woman Lawyer of the Year Award, Mrs. Tiffany Graves, and our 

Lifetime  Achievement Award, Mrs. Constance Slaughter-Harvey.   We 

will be having a silent auction with proceeds to benefit MVLP 
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throughout the day, too!   Look for the Flyer in this newsletter.  You 

can sign up online at www.MSWomenLawyers.com.  I would like to 

give a special thanks to Greta Kemp, Day of Leadership chair, and her 

committee for doing an excellent job organizing the event!   

 

I have been humbled to serve as your president this year and could not 

have done it without the help of an extremely supportive board and our 

wonderful membership base!  I’ve already mentioned some of my 

board but let me take a minute to acknowledge the rest of the 

hardworking ladies who kept me straight this year! Denita Smith has 

been instrumental in organizing the charitable donations.  Joanna Bates 

Kuhn and Heather White Martin have done an excellent job with all of 

the secretarial and treasury needs.  Heather Bennett has done a 

wonderful job with the newsletters and website. And last but certainly 

not least, Jessica Dupont and Jennie Pitts have been great support in my 

navigation of this MWLA presidency.  My sincerest gratitude goes out 

to all of you! 

 

Thank you for allowing me to be your President for this 2012-2013 

MWLA year.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Tami Munsch 

 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at 

Tami@MunschLaw.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mswomenlawyers.com/
mailto:Tami@munschlaw.com
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South Mississippi Hattiesburg Meeting 
 

We saw some new and some familiar faces at the March 28, 2013, 

membership meeting at 206 Front in Hattiesburg.  Pamela Castle gave an 

informative lecture on Youth Court practice and procedure, though her main 

push was to have more attorneys confident enough to take on Youth Court 

cases.   
 

 

Pictures from our Hattiesburg gathering: 
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North Mississippi Oxford Meeting 
 

The Spring membership meeting for the North Mississippi region of the 

MWLA was held on April 10, 2013 at noon at Boure' in Oxford. The 11 

women in attendance enjoyed a fantastic lunch and a CLE presented by 

University of Mississippi law professor, Farish Percy. Beyond the 

presentation, there was discussion of issues facing both women attorneys 

and all attorneys right now. The group agreed that the lunch was a success, 

and several commented that it was so nice to have the chance to get together 

with other female attorneys and to have a CLE program in town during 

lunch. 
 

Pictures from our Oxford gathering: 
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Upcoming Events 

 

April 24: MWLA Jackson Spring Social from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

RSVP to Wendy Ellard 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wellard@bakerdonelson.com?subject=MWLA%20Jackson%20Social%20RSVP
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May 1, 2013: Fifth Annual Day of Leadership at Jackson Convention Center. Click here to register online!  

http://www.mswomenlawyers.com/event_OWLA.html
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Our Sincerest Gratitude to the  

2012-2013 Day of Leadership Sponsors 
 

Baker Donelson 

Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 
 

The Cotton Law Firm 
 

Coxwell & Associates 

 

Daniel Coker Horton & Bell, P.A.  

 

Fox/Everett 

 

Gatewood Law Firm 

 

Heather White Martin, PLLC  

 

Ingram|Wilkinson, PLLC 

 

Langston & Langston, PLLC 

 

McRae Law Firm 

 

Tami Munsch, Attorney at Law 

 

Waide & Associates 

 

Watkins & Eager 



MWLA NEWSLETTER                                                                                                                                  PAGE 9 

Current List of MVLP Cases 
 

 
 
The Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project, or "MVLP," is a 501(c) (3) non-profit legal aid organization.  Formed in 1982, MVLP is 

the nation’s first formal association of a state bar association, the Mississippi Bar Association, and the Legal Services Corporation 
(LSC).  MVLP’s long-standing relationship with the Mississippi Bar and the LSC has resulted in a professional and productive 

partnership, with attorneys unselfishly offering their time and talents to serve Mississippi's poor and less fortunate.   

 
The following cases are currently available for placement with volunteer attorneys. Please contact Sara Ward, Case Referral Clerk of 

MVLP, to learn more or to accept a case at ward@mvlp.net or 601-960-9577. 

 
ADAMS COUNTY 

 
Case Type: Conservatorship 
Case Number: 2013-1527 
  
Client is seeking assistance with a conservatorship over her mother. The mother is currently in and out of 
the hospital, but living with client. The mother has two additional children who are adults. They both live 
out-of-state. All children will agree to the conservatorship. 

 
Case Type: Visitation 
Case Number: 2013-1564 
 
Client is seeking assistance with getting visitation with his minor son. The client has not seen his child since 
January 2013.  There is a child support order in place, but the child’s mother has not allowed the client to 
see him. The child lives with his mother. 

 
GRENADA COUNTY 
 
Case Type: Abandonment Divorce 
Case Number: 2013-1517 
 
Client is seeking assistance with a divorce on the ground of abandonment.  The couple married in May 
2011.  Client suffered a stroke and surgery in August 2011, at which time the wife left the spouse during his 
stay in the hospital.  The couple had no children during the marriage, nor is there any marital property or 
joint debt to divide.

 
HARRISON COUNTY 

 
Case Type: Child Support Modification 
Case Number: 2013-1626 
 
Client is seeking assistance with a child support modification matter. There is a current order in place in 
Pascagoula County, Mississippi. The client recently discovered he was to an additional amount for back-pay. 
He is now around $2000 in arrears. Client cannot afford the increased child support and would like to have 
the monthly amount reduced.
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HINDS COUNTY 

 
Case Type: Adoption 
Case Number: 2013-1512 
 
Client is seeking assistance with adopting her minor great-niece. The child’s father is unknown. The mother 
is willing to release her parental rights to the client. The child has lived with the client for over 8 years. 
There is currently no custody or child support order in place. The child does not own any real property.

 

 

JACKSON COUNTY 
 

Case Type:  Desertion Divorce 

Case Number: 2013-1558 

 
Client is seeking assistance to obtain a divorce on the ground of desertion.  Parties were married in July 2003 and were 

separated in May 2005.  Parties have one minor child together. There are no joint debts or martial property.

 
KEMPER COUNTY 

 
Case Type: Visitation 
Case Number: 2013-1581 
 
Client is seeking assistance with a visitation matter. The mother of child is not allowing the client to visit. 
Paternity has been established in this matter. There is a current child support order in place. Client also 
desires to have the child’s last name changed, reflecting his last name.

 

LAFAYETTE COUNTY 

 

Case Type: Irreconcilable Differences Divorce 

Case Number: 2013-1571 

 
Client is seeking assistance with a divorce on the ground of irreconcilable differences.  Parties 

were married in December 2002 and were separated in February 2011.  Client has no joint debts; 

however, client has one acre of r land that she holds with others. Her husband owns the mobile 
home that sits on the property.  Client owns two vehicles, but has agreed to transfer title of one 

vehicle to the other party.  Parties have two minor children together and have agreed to joint 
custody and visitation.  

 
LEAKE COUNTY 

 
Case Type: Child Support Modification 
Case Number: 2013-1620 
 
Client is seeking assistance with a child support modification matter. There is a current order in place in 
Neshoba County, Mississippi. Client paid a portion of arrears in the past, but currently still owes back child 
support. Client he has no income and depends on family members for financial support- he would like 
assistance with getting the monthly amount reduced. 
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MARSHALL COUNTY 
 

Case Type: Guardianship 
Case Number: 2013-1717 
 
Client is seeking assistance with obtaining a guardianship over her grandson. The guardianship is needed so 
that she may take him to medical appointments and enroll him in pre-school. The child’s mother lives with 
the client, and will consent to the guardianship. The location of the child’s father is unknown. The father’s 
name is not listed on the birth certificate. 

 
MONGTOMERY COUNTY 

 
Case Type: Irreconcilable Differences Divorce 
Case Number: 2013-1540 
 
Client is seeking assistance with an irreconcilable differences divorce. The couple married in 1990 and 
separated around 1998. The two children born to the couple are now adults. The wife has had two children 
during the marriage. Paternity test results exclude the client as their father. There is no marital property or 
joint debt to divide.

 

 

QUITMAN COUNTY 

 

Case Type:  Adoption 

Case Number: 2013-1523 

 
Client is seeking assistance with adopting her minor niece. The child has lived with the client since the age of two 

weeks old.  The natural parents were never married. They will consent to the adoption. Only the mother’s name appears 

on the child’s birth certificate. There is a child support order in place, but the child’s mother is currently unemployed. 

The client is married and her husband will join in the adoption. 

 
STONE COUNTY 

 

Case Type:  Simple Will 

Case Number: 2013-1541 

  
Client is seeking assistance with a will.  Client wishes to appoint his wife as Executrix of his estate, denying his son 

access to his estate.  The estate includes land, a vehicle and a cottage.

 
WALTHALL COUNTY 

 

Case Type:  Irreconcilable Differences Divorce 

Case Number: 2013-1595 

 
Client is seeking assistance with a divorce on the ground of irreconcilable differences.  Parties were married in 

December 2011 and were separated in June 2012.  Client has no joint debts and no martial property to divide, but client 

does own a vehicle. Client has a ten-year old child from a previous relationship. 

 


