
 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

   Dear MWLA Members: 

This is my last column of the 2009-

2010 MWLA Board of Directors’ 

term.  It has been an honor to serve as 

President this year.  I have sincerely 

enjoyed getting to know all of you.  

For those of you who do not know, I 

am from Virginia.  I followed my 

husband, James, here after we  

graduated from the University of 

Virginia School of Law in May 

2006.  Needless to say, it took a lot 

of convincing to get me to move to 

Mississippi, but I have absolutely no 

regrets.  Mississippi is full of      

wonderful, caring people, and the 

women lawyers here are no exception.  

The generosity and support all of 

you have shown this year has been 

overwhelming.  You have donated 

clothing, shoes, and accessories to the 

Dress for Success Metro Jackson  

program.  You have purchased books 

and made financial contributions to 

the Inspiring Readers program to 

encourage literacy among students 

in Jackson, Hattiesburg, and Tupelo.   

You have attended our social events 

and membership meetings in     

Jackson, Tupelo, Hattiesburg,      

Oxford, and Biloxi; helped update our       

bylaws; brought awareness to the 

Mississippi legislature on the    

growing problem of domestic       

violence; encouraged your firms/

organizations to support our efforts; 

and so much more. This organiza-

tion is stronger because of all of you.   

Please indulge me with three final 

requests:  (1) register for the Day of 

Leadership CLE on May 5, 2010; (2) 

make a contribution to the Inspiring 

Readers program; and (3) continue 

to support MWLA and incoming  

President, Melissa Carleton.  

Best wishes always, 

Tiffany  
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On May 5, 2010, MWLA will host its Second Annual Day of Leadership and 

CLE and its Fifteenth Annual Outstanding Woman Lawyer Awards Reception 

at the Mississippi Museum of Art in downtown Jackson. The CLE will begin at 

2:00 p.m., with the Awards Reception to immediately follow. We are pleased to  

announce that Susan Beneville, Founder of Firm Fundamentals in Oakland, 

California, will travel to Jackson to be our  Keynote Speaker and Panel Moderator.  

Ms. Beneville will offer a very informative and useful afternoon of education on 

what it takes to become a lawyer who leads.  She will discuss strategies for        

becoming a leader in legal organizations, in the profession and in the             

community. Ms. Beneville’s presentation will conclude with remarks from a    

distinguished panel of women lawyers who hold key leadership positions  

throughout the state. The panelists will discuss their respective positions and     

recount how they became leaders in the legal profession.  

MWLA will present the Outstanding Woman Lawyer Award (OWLA) to         

Attorney Judy Guice.  The OWLA honors a woman lawyer who has significantly 

contributed to the legal profession through specific legal  accomplishments,       

extensive involvement in professional legal organizations, or participation in 

other legally‑oriented activities in the past year.   

The organization will present its Lifetime Achievement Award to the Honorable 

Mary Libby Payne. 

Click here for more event information and to register online!!!                         

Seating is limited so sign up NOW!!! 

Click to visit our website: www.mswomenlawyers.com 

Second Annual Day of Leadership and CLE 

MWLA SPRING SOCIAL 

The MWLA Spring Social will take place on April 8, 2010 from 5:00—7:00 
pm at Char on I-55N in Jackson, Mississippi.   

 

This will be a great time to meet and mingle with fellow women lawyers in 
a fun, social setting .  Wine and light hors de oeuvres will be served.   

 

Justice Ann Lamar will offer brief remarks on her path to leadership          
in the judiciary  

Come join us! It’s sure to be a treat!!! 
 

Click here to RSVP to Sharon Bridges!!!                 

DON’T FORGET TO BRING DRESS FOR SUCCESS  

AND INSPIRING READERS DONATIONS!!! 
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parents.  Specifically, terms like 

―equitable parents‖ or ―in loco      
parentis‖ are being applied to step 

parents and same sex parents to  

ensure their parental rights. 

ART is also redefining what it 

means to be a parent.  Professor Bell 

discussed how in vitro fertilization 

and surrogacy have expanded the 

number of parties involved in the 

reproductive process.  By way of  

illustration, she discussed how egg 

and sperm donors are now being 

called ―genetic parents‖, surrogate 

mothers are referred to as 

―gestational mothers‖, and the     

individuals for whom a child is   

being carried are referred to as the 

―intended parents.‖  Professor Bell 

discussed how the law must change 

to define the rights and roles of all 

involved parties in response to these 

developments. 

Professor Bell also discussed the  

issue of time‑limited alimony and 

its impact on the earning capacity 

of women. 

On March 25, at Prime Steakhouse 

in Oxford, Debbie Bell, Professor at 

the University of Mississippi School 

of Law, offered a family law update 

and  a tips for balancing work and 

family at the North Mississippi  

Regional Meeting.  Professor Bell 

b egan  by  di scussing  two            

technologies that she believes will 

tremendously shift family law as 

we currently know it: DNA and   

Assisted Reproductive Technology 

(ART).  The notion of ―parenting‖ is 

undergoing a significant change.  

According to Professor Bell, the law 

is shifting to extend rights to       

individuals other than biological 

As part of her advice on ways to  

balance work and family, Professor 

Bell urged MWLA members to find 

something to do where their legal 

skills have absolutely no value.  She 

mentioned that, by doing so, hobbies 

or groups do not merge into your 

professional life.  She also shared an 

―A‑HA moment‖ with the group.  It 

occurred when she was at Harvard  

University at a meeting to discuss 

issues related to housing with     

professors from other universities.  

She explained how, after a few days, 

she discovered that no one really 

knows what they are doing–even 

some of the smartest people in the 

world!  Professor Bell used that   

example to make the point that, as 

women, we should never become   

discouraged with what we are doing 

simply because we are not sure how 

to do it. 

Many thanks to Professor Debbie 

Bell for speaking at the North MS 

Regional Meeting!!! 

 

Family Law Update and Life Advice from Debbie Bell 
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On March 10, 2010 at 206 Front in Hattiesburg, Dr. Lisa Nored spoke at the MWLA South Mississippi 

Regional Meeting.  Dr. Nored discussed her transition from private practice to full‑time academia and she 

offered tips on how others can do the same.  Dr. Nored’s path to full‑time academia was a winding road 

that led her to exactly where she needed to be at precisely the right time. After graduating from Mississippi 

College School of Law, Dr. Nored clerked for Justice James Smith at the Mississippi Court of Appeals.       

Following her clerkship, she entered private practice before becoming a part‑time faculty member in the 

criminal justice department at the University of Southern Mississippi.  She  was later offered a full‑time 

faculty position. She discussed how she was completely surprised by the offer because she did not have a 

Ph.D. – something that would ordinarily disqualify someone from that position.   Dr. Nored would go on to 

receive her Ph.D. from Mississippi State.   She worked hard as a professor teaching classes such as Child 

Abuse Law and Family Law, to name a few.  After just a few years of teaching, Dr. Nored was offered the 

position of Assistant Chair of the department. When the Chair of the department retired, she became       

Interim Chair.   She now chairs the department.   Dr. Nored’s career path was completely unexpected, but it 

has been one that she says she would not change!  She stays busy as an administrator at a major        

university, but she still finds time to teach a class, manage the Mississippi    

Statistical Analysis Center, research and publish articles on different facets of 

children’s issues, engage in legal services and pro bono opportunities, be a wife to 

her husband, and a mother to her three sons.   

Lisa advises lawyers who may be interested in teaching at a university to obtain 

at least 18 hours of graduate study in the field in which they want to teach.  She 

further advises that published works are also highly regarded in securing     

teaching positions. 

Many thanks to Dr. Lisa Nored for sharing her story at our South MS Regional 

Meeting!!! 

Lisa Nored 

Debbie Bell 

http://picasaweb.google.com/mswomenlawyersassociation

