
PAULA BROOME AND HEATHER WAGNER PRESENT:                          

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE—NOT SOMEONE ELSE’S PROBLEM  

lawyers in the work force may 
spur a move towards the     
practice of law in the public  
interest. A number of firms that 
have delayed the start date for 
their first year associates, have      
offered to pay those associates 
at a reduced rate if they spend 
the year working in the public 
interest or pro bono sector. 
Other more seasoned lawyers 
may also find that the public 
interest field is a place to land 
during a period of unemploy-
ment. Some of these attorneys 
that come for a job in the short-
term may stay for the long-
term. Legal Aid programs may 
no longer have to beg to find 
lawyers willing to help.  
 
Those lawyers that have not lost 
their jobs, but have had their 
hours and pay cut, may          
reconnect with the things they 
enjoy outside of the office.   
Having billable hour require-
ments reduced from 2200 
hours per year to 1950 hours 
per year is similar to increasing 
vacation time by more than 
three weeks. The ability to leave 
the office at 6:00 p.m. instead 
of feeling pressured to stay and 
bill hours, allows for dinner 
with family, putting children to 
bed, or catching up with friends. 
Even lawyers that have not had 
their hours cut, but have seen 
their work load lightened, may 
feel the benefit of being able to 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

November 18, 2009 

     South MS Regional Meeting 

     Al Fresco in Biloxi 

     12:00 noon  

     Speaker: Judge Lisa Dodson 

 

DON’T FORGET TO BRING                                             
INSPIRING READERS                

DONATIONS FOR 1st-4th 
GRADE READING LEVELS!!! 

 

January 6, 2010 

     Membership Meeting  

     Schimmel’s in Jackson 

     11:45 am 

 

DON’T FORGET TO BRING   
DRESS FOR SUCCESS AND                                            

INSPIRING READERS                
DONATIONS!!! 

 

On November 4, at 
Schimmel’s in Jackson, 
Paula Broome and Heather      
Wagner, Attorneys with the 
Attorney General’s Office, 
gave a revealing                
presentation on the issue of 
domestic violence. 

During the presentation, 
they emphasized that      
domestic violence occurs 
due to the batterer’s need 
for power and control. 
They explained how    
abusers often make victims 
believe that it their fault 

and that the abuser cannot 
control his actions.  They    
reminded us that abusers 
make the choice to abuse and          
challenged us to change our     
attitudes about victims of  
domestic violence. 

Two surprising statistics shared:    

- One in three women murdered 

each year, is killed by her current 

or former lover. 

- A woman’s chances of being 

killed increase by 75% after she 

leaves an abusive relationship. 

As women lawyers, we are 
in a position to help       
confront this issue.  Paula 
and Heather urged us to 
answer that call of duty and 
they discussed several 
ways that we can assist 
their ongoing efforts        
Attorney General’s Office 
to strengthen Mississippi’s 
domestic violence laws and 
protections for victims of  
domestic violence. 

 

Thank you, Paula and Heather! 
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take some time for themselves.  
 

Finally, the pure practice of law 

itself may benefit. Lawyers that 

felt pressured to manage their 

clients, manage their              

receivables and manage their 

staff may find the time to spend 

on the law. A free afternoon to  

review and  comment on a 

pending legislative amendment 

may now exist. The train ride 

that would have been filled with 

frantic   responses to e-mail 

may now become an                

opportunity to read a law      

review article.  A first year    

associate may find a day to     

attend a seminar. Issues in the 

law that have been left by the 

wayside in busy times may now 

be addressed.  
 
The recent downturn obviously 
has many unwelcome effects 
among all professions. By no 
means is the plight of those that 
find themselves unemployed or 
with a cut in income to be taken 
lightly. But perhaps some of the 
unexpected benefits will not be 
given back as quickly when the 
markets turn around. Perhaps 
lawyers will not let go so 
quickly of the time they spend 
with their families, with those 
less fortunate, and with the 
practice of law rather than the 
business of law.                                                            
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CLICK HERE TO SEE EVENT PHOTOS 

A lawyer in private practice 
cannot help but notice the 
daily headlines declaring 
more lay-offs, more pay cuts, 
more hour cuts, and more 
firms folding. After the initial 
resultant dark cloud of worry 
and doubt passes, a lawyer is 
left wondering-what will all of 
this downsizing and slowing 
down do to the legal profes-
sion? Beyond the  obvious 
heap of stress and financial 
difficulty that may fall on the 
profession, some much 
needed benefits could rise 
from the smoke. 

 

Prior to swinging to the      
current low, the profession 
existed at the other extreme. 
The practice of law was filled 
with people that felt over-
worked and overwhelmed, 
disconnected from their 
friends and   family. Perhaps 
the current economy, while 
rife with its own obvious evils 
- will  provide an opportunity 
to restructure the practice of 
law - so that when the        
pendulum starts to swing 
back it does not end right at 
the other extreme.  

 

First, the public interest and 
pro bono sectors may finally 
receive the man-power they 
have been sorely lacking. The 
glut of unemployed, well-
educated, experienced       

Click to visit our website: www.mswomenlawyers.com 

MWLA FALL SOCIAL  

The Fall Social was held on 

October 22, 2009 at The 

Auditorium.  Light hors de 

oeuvres and wine were 

served to those in              

attendance.  We had a great 

showing and are already 

looking forward to the 

Spring Social!   

Check out the pictures from 

the event by clicking on the 

link at the bottom of this 

newsletter. 
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