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I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season with many wishes fulfilled!  

It is hard to believe that 2011 is here.  I know I am showing my age, but during this 

time of  year, I can’t help but recall and chuckle about the New Year’s Eve  my  

husband and I spent at his business in 1999 waiting for the much anticipated world-

wide massive computer crash!  It seems that many times the things we prepare for 

the most, don’t happen, and many times we are unprepared for things that will 

surely happen! 
 

Well, we have many, many things that you can prepare for in 2011 as an 

MWLA member.  Please refer to the Dates to Remember section of this newslet-

ter for important dates to place on your calendar.   
 

Thank you to the Coast women for your hospitality several weeks ago dur-

ing the MWLA South Mississippi Regional meeting.  We had a great turn-out and a 

wonderful net-working luncheon.  Thank you, too, to Mary Moore Conville, 

MWLA South MS Liaison, for her work in organizing that event. 
 

Our Dress For Success and MS Children’s Home Services projects are go-

ing well, and we will continue to support those organizations and their missions 

during the coming year.  Please remember to bring your donations to the next 

Membership Meeting on the 16th of March.  
 

For those of you who missed the January Membership meeting, you missed 

a wonderful CLE conducted by Rick Courtney, Esq.  
 

I want to thank Tiffany Graves, Immediate Past President, for all of her hard 

work on the historical project that we have undertaken this year.  She has worked  

diligently to identify the founding members of MWLA and to compile a list of all 

past Presidents.  We are working to have this information posted to our website. 

As MWLA matures, this information will be invaluable to us. 
 

I also want to thank the Day of Leadership committee that is working hard 

to plan a wonderful day for us in May.  Tara Ellis, Heather Bennett and Jennie Pitts 

have a strong commitment to upholding the standards set by previous Boards for 

that event.  Please go ahead and consider persons whom you believe to be worthy 

of the Outstanding Woman Lawyer Award that will be given on that day.  We will 

send out a request for nominations in the future and have the nomination forms 

available on our website. 
 

I am excited about the possibilities for growth in 2011 that MWLA has!  

Please join with me and the Board in working to reach our potential.  Best wishes 

for a healthy and prosperous New Year! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

BY MELISSA CARLETON 

MWLA NEWSLETTER 

Dates to Remember 

 February 18-19-2011       
Evelyn Gandy Lecture Series 

Beau Rivage, Biloxi, MS 

 March 2, 2011                 

South  MS Regional Meeting                  

 March 16, 2011               
Membership Meeting                    

Jackson, MS          

 April  12. 2011                                  

North MS Regional Meeting  

 May 4, 2011                                 

MWLA Day of Leadership                       

DON’T FORGET MWLA 

will collect clothing for 

Dress for Success at the 

Evelyn Gandy Lecture Series 

in Biloxi.  

Please continue to bring 

donations for Mississippi 

Children’s Homes Services 

to the membership meetings.  

 

STAY CONNECTED:  

Visit MWLA Website 

Find us on Facebook!  

http://www.mswomenlawyers.com/index.html
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/Mississippi-Women-Lawyers-Association/259602128411


       I recently had the privilege of 

meeting with some of the past presi-

dents of the American Bar              

Association. They shared with me 

their views on the challenges and suc-

cesses of the legal profession, as well 

as their hopes for the future. Our con-

versation made me think, as we begin 

a new year, about making resolutions. 

Let me share with you some resolu-

tions that each of us may consider.  

       We might resolve that every  

lawyer will take time for a pro bono 

case and get involved in his or her 

respective community. Lawyers are 

the ultimate volunteers and public 

servants. We are intimately involved 

in every chamber of commerce, bat-

tered women’s shelter, symphony  

orchestra, boys and girls club, church, 

synagogue, temple, mosque and non-

profit organization in this country. 

       Lawyers who work with nonprofit 

community groups that offer assis-

tance to the underserved in our society

--or who engage in educating young 

people about the justice system--

benefit not only those they serve but 

also society as a whole. We lawyers 

should feel good about our work, as 

we stay connected to the reason we 

went to school to become lawyers: 

making life better for people. 

      We might resolve to have a world 

in which we are all equal--not only in 

the eyes of the law but in each other’s 

eyes. We might resolve that lawyers 

will respect diversity; that we will 

respect each other’s gender, race,   

ethnicity, sexual orientation and     

disabilities; that we will live in a 

world in which our corporations’ 

boards of directors will elect more 

women and minority members. 

       We might resolve that as lawyers 

we will become more respectful of 

each other and protect the               

independence of the judiciary. Our 

acts of kindness and civility will       

become rampant throughout our    

profession. As lawyers we should treat 

every person we encounter, from the 

janitor to the judge, with equal regard 

and respect. 

       In the daily task of effectively        

representing our clients, we should 

resolve to recall that we are members 

of a very honorable profession. Law-

yers take on issues that are not always 

popular and clients who may be 

scorned by society. 

      Please remember why we were 

drawn to our profession--because it is 

a noble profession; because we wish to 

help others; because we believe law-

yers are the guardians of justice,    

freedom and democracy. Simply, we 

each accept and embrace a calling. 

 

Accept Responsibility, Take Action 

 

     As long as we honestly and        

courageously accept responsibility for 

our actions and conduct ourselves as 

the ministers of justice that we are, we 

will preserve the spirit of the law and 

promote the rule of law. 

Finally, we might resolve to live by a 

few simple rules: 

• Practice ethical law. Ethics are not 

just rules. Ethics are values, a mind-set 

and a responsibility that must remain 

present in our consciousness. 

• Get malpractice insurance. Protect 

your clients and your business. 

• Be accessible and fair to clients. 

• Promptly return calls and messages. 

This actually decreases your workload 

in the long run and increases the good-

will of your colleagues, clients and 

friends. 

• Give back to your school. As alumni, 

we can help those who come after us. 

Assist your law school in providing 

students the same opportunities that 

you experienced or better ones. 

• Take time to smell the roses. Do not 

let the billable hours expectations 

weigh you down. Remember to     

connect with your family, loved ones 

and friends. A lawyer with a balanced 

life is a better lawyer and a better 

human being. 

I look forward to a bright, productive 

year and hope that my resolutions--

and yours--are realized. 

 

You find this article at:  
http://www.abajournal.com/magazine/

article/a_new_years_resolution/  

On December 15, 2010, South MS held 

its regional meeting.  Jennifer Schloegel 

served as the speaker for this meeting.  

Thank you Jennifer for being a wonderful 

speaker!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 5, 2011, Richard A. Courtney, 

Certified Elder Law Attorney, spoke to 

us about  the essentials of planning for 

financial and personal security in the 

event of incapacity.  This meeting 

counted for an hour of CLE credit.  Dur-

ing the lunch, Richard discussed in detail 

the importance of planning for incapacity 

and even death. He explained that it is 

important to plan for incapacity because 

a person is five times more likely to be     

disabled than to die within any period in 

the    future.  He also related his law 

practice to his own personal experience 

of caring for a daughter with a significant 

disability.  Thank you, Richard.  To learn 

more about elder law please visit:  

http://www.specialneedslawms.com/elderlaw/ 

A New Year’s Resolution: Consider What You Can Do This Year to 
Improve the Justice System    -by Dennis W. Archer 

MWLA’s Membership Meetings Highlights 

“We might resolve 

that as lawyers we 

will become more 

respectful of each 

other and protect 

the independence of 

the judiciary.”  
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subcommittee of Dress for  

Success.  MWLA’s philanthropic  

partnership with dress for    

        On January 20, Tiffany 

Graves, Jennie Pitts, and Tami 

Munsch participated in a legal panel 

discussion moderated by Tamica 

Jeuitt, host of WLBT Law Call.  

       Members of the audience 

were able to ask the panel a num-

ber of questions relating to many 

areas of practice including  estate 

planning, criminal law, worker’s 

compensation, and personal injury.  

Their questions were answered 

free of charge.  

     This events was planned by the 

Professional Women’s Group, a 

success is about more than just 

donating suits.  MWLA panelists 

were able to help empower the 

women who attended the panel 

by sharing of  their knowledge of 

the legal profession.    

Dress for Success’ Professional Women’s Group Panel by Tami Munsch 
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Members Tiffany Graves, 
Jennie Pitts, and Tami Munsch 

MWLA Member Spotlight  by Tiffany Graves 

Rebecca Wiggs is a 

Member of Watkins 

& Eager PLLC in 

Jackson, Mississippi.  

She is an  

experienced litigator 

and a mentor to 

young lawyers who   

practice in and outside of her law firm.  

She also gives back to her community in 

so many impressive and inspiring ways.   

Rebecca spearheaded Habitat for  

Humanity’s Women Build program at 

Watkins &  Eager for the past ten years.  

Women  Build brings together women 

from all walks of life to address the  

housing crisis facing millions of women 

and children worldwide.  Women Build 

events have helped to construct more 

than 1,750 houses.  As a result of Re-

becca’s efforts, the firm has sponsored five 

houses, with sponsorship at $10,000 per 

house.  Rebecca has orchestrated the 

fundraising and she has mobilized attorney 

and legal staff volunteers for this program.  

Her enthusiasm for Women Build encour-

ages the women of Watkins &  Eager to 

consistently support this worthwhile com-

munity service endeavor.  I have no doubt 

that the program owes its impressive 

success to Rebecca.  

      In addition to the work she does for 

Habitat for Humanity, Rebecca has served 

as Chair of the Red Beans & Rice Festival 

for Stewpot Community Services and she 

is a former Board Member of New Life 

for Women, a secondary treatment cen-

ter for women with drug and alcohol 

abuse problems.  She served on that 

board for six years.  The organization still 

receives funding from Northminster  

Baptist Church because of Rebecca’s  

previous involvement.  Rebecca is an  

active member of Northminster, 1995 

graduate of Leadership Mississippi and 

currently serves on the Board of        

Directors of the Mississippi Economic 

Council’s M.B. Swayze Educational  

Foundation.  

       Rebecca recently finished a term as 

the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship  

Foundation.  She was an incorporator of 

the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of 

Mississippi, a network of Baptist churches 

and individuals which still exists today.  

The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship  

Foundation boasts an endowment of over 

$38 million.  Rebecca also serves on the 

Board of Visitors of the Divinity School of 

Wake Forest University and she was an 

original member of its Board of Visitors 

back in 1997. 

        In addition to her community service 

work, Rebecca has made an indelible im-

pression on the legal community.  She is a 

Fellow of the American Bar Foundation, a 

member of the Board of Directors of the 

American  Judicature Society, a member 

of the Executive Board of the Litigation 

Section of the Mississippi Bar and a Site 

Evaluator for the American Bar  

Association’s law school accreditation 

program.  

        Even with all that she does for the 

profession and her community, Rebecca 

still finds time to do other things she 

 enjoys.  She is very proud of the fact that 

she is the Past Queen of the Belhaven 

House and Garden Club!  Rebecca’s  

resume is impressive not just because she 

has been in practice for many years, won 

trials, and gained the trust and respect of 

her colleagues, but because she has done 

all of that while also giving tirelessly to her 

community.  Her work on behalf of  

Habitat for Humanity, her church,  

Stewpot Community Services, and so 

many other worthy organizations and 

individuals, is demonstrative of her com-

mitment to making a difference in the lives 

of people who need it the most.  She is an 

inspiration to me and other young lawyers 

who  wish to use our skills and talents in 

ways that  will most—and best—benefit 

society.  



MWLA members are doing great things 

in the community.  Here are some of 

their accomplishments:  

 

Magistrate Judge Linda Anderson 

was appointed by Chief Justice Roberts 

to serve on the Judicial Resources Com-

mittee for the Judicial Conference of the 

United States Courts.  There are only  

13-15 members from the judiciary in the 

entire United States, including district 

judges, circuit judges and only one magis-

trate judge and one bankruptcy judge 

that are appointed to the committee.  

 

An investiture ceremony for Eighth Dis-

trict Chancery Judge Jennifer 

Schloegel was held on January 12, 2011 

in the Harrison County Court Court-

room on the second floor of the Harri-

son County Courthouse in Gulfport. 

Harrison County Court Judge Margaret 

Alfonso administered the oath. Judge 

Schloegel filled the chancery judgeship 

previously held by Judge Alfonso. Judge 

Alfonso, who served as a chancellor for 

the past 12 years, was elected to the 

position of Harrison County Court 

Judge. 

 

Melissa Carleton was recently ap-

pointed to a three year term on the 

Board of Directors of East Central Com-

munity College Foundation Board.   

 

Cheryn Baker joined Hancock Bank on 

December 1, 2010, where she is acting as 

Corporate Counsel in the Bank’s Legal 

Department located in Gulfport, MS. 

Previously Cheryn worked for the Missis-

sippi Secretary of State’s Office in Jack-

son, MS  where she served as the Assis-

tant Secretary of State for the Division of 

Policy & Research.  
 

This fall Kasee Heisterhagen trained 

for and completed a half-marathon with 

the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s 

Team in Training.  Kasee states that the 

marathon was a life changing experience!  
 

In September 2010, Kathy Nester was 

inducted into the American College of 

Trial Lawyers as a fellow. The college 

selects fellows who are experienced trial 

lawyers who exemplify high professional 

standards, ethical conduct and civility.   

Kathy is the fourth woman in Mississippi 

to have this honor.  

 

Dellwyn Smith and Zandria King 

were honored by the Mississippi Volun-

teer Lawyer’s Project for their commit-

ment to providing pro bono Legal Services 

to law income residents in Mississippi.  

 

An article written by Amanda Green 

Alexander has been accepted for publi-

cation in the American Bar Association’s 

book  The ABA Commission on Women 

in the Profession, The Road to Independ-

ence: A Woman’s Guide to Forming Her 

Own Law Firm.  The book is a collection 

of letters from women lawyers who have 

started their own law firms.  It is  

scheduled for publication in January 2011. 

 

 

If you know any members “on the move” 

please email Denita Smith at  

DenitaNSmith@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

mate" and raises money to 

fund patient support and can-

cer research. This year Kasee 

ran in honor of a little girl 

named Frances Grace. During 

the marathon, Kasee had the 

opportunity to hear stories 

from members who are af-

fected by blood cancer.   

      Kasee admires the work 

that the Leukemia and Lym-

phoma Society does for can-

cer patients.  This is a won-

derful cause and a great op-

portunity to make a differ-

ence. To learn more about 

participating in the Leukemia 

& Lymphoma Society's 

Team in Training visit: 

http://www.teamintraining.org/  

Running For a Cure: One Member’s Story 

MWLA Members on the Move  

Kasee at the start of the race. 

      In the fall of 2010, Kasee 

Heisterhagen trained to run 

in a half-marathon with the 

Leukemia and Lymphoma 

Society's Team in Training 

(TNT).   TNT is the world's 

leading sports charity train-

ing program. TNT's dynamic, 

hands-on training program 

enables participates to com-

plete a marathon, half mara-

thon, triathlon, century ride, 

or hike adventure.  

       Kasee described partici-

pating in the marathon as life 

changing. Each member runs 

for their "honored team-

Frances Grace 
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