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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

  

October 12, 2011 

Membership Meeting 

Park Heights Restaurant  

Tupelo, MS 

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 

October 20, 2011 

Fall Social  

Babalu  Tacos and Tapas 

Jackson, MS 

5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  

 

November 2, 2011 

Membership Meeting 

Fairview Inn  

Jackson, MS 

11:45 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to donate 

clothing to Dress for Success 

and the women’s shelter!   

 

STAY CONNECTED: 

 

www.mswomenlawyers.com 

 

Find us on Facebook!  

 

 

President’s MessagePresident’s Message  

By Jennie PittsBy Jennie Pitts  

I am pleased to report that this year is off to an active and busy start.  Our first 

membership meeting was held on September 7 at the Fairview Inn, and I am pleased to 

report that we had a great turnout.  We had approximately 60 women at the meeting to 

hear La’Verne Edney and Patti Gandy present a CLE on Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers 

Project and Mission First, what their organizations do and the ways our members can get 

involved.  Further, we heard from Sandy Middleton of Center for Violence Prevention and 

Daphne Higgins from Dress for Success.  Thank you to all the members that donated 

cleaning supplies for the Center for Violence Prevention and business clothing for Dress 

for Success.  Please continue to search your closets for items to donate! 

On September 20, I was invited to speak to the Women’s Student Bar Association 

(WSBA) at Mississippi College School of Law about MWLA and what we are about.  It 

was encouraging to see the great turnout of female law students who are striving to      

successfully navigate law school, move on to successful careers, and better our profession 

as attorneys.  Seeing those students re-emphasized how valuable our members could be in 

giving advice as mentors.  If you have not emailed me yet about becoming a mentor, and 

would like to, it is not too late! We are in the process of reaching out to the WSBA    

chapter at the University of Mississippi as well. Stay tuned for future announcements   

regarding the same!  

On September 27, almost 200 law school graduates were sworn in to practice law 

at the Mississippi Bar Admission Ceremony at Thalia Mara Hall.  MWLA had a table at 

the ceremony to tell the new female admittees about MWLA.  I collected many new appli-

cations, and look forward to continuing to expand and grow in our membership.  If there 

is a new associate at your firm, or if you know a new “baby” lawyer, grab them and bring 

them to our next membership meeting! 

Speaking of next membership meeting, don’t forget to mark your calendars for the 

membership meeting in Tupelo on October 12th.  It will be held at Park Heights from 

11:30am to 1pm, and we are pleased to have Lydia Quarles, a senior policy analyst at the 

John C. Stennis Institute of Government at Mississippi State University, speaking to us on 

“The Art of Communication: Removing the Barriers to Effective Advocacy and Leader-

ship.”  At the meeting, we will be collecting donations for Dress for Success and S.A.F.E., 

Inc.  The cost of the meeting will be $25, which includes lunch.  One hour of CLE credit 

may be earned pending approval.   RSVP to Carmelita.Ball@SSA.gov by October 10th if 

you would like to attend.  

This year is off to a great start and I look forward to the things to come. Please do 

not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.  I look forward to seeing you at 

our next MWLA event! 

http://babalums.com/
http://www.mswomenlawyers.com/index.html
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Mississippi-Women-Lawyers-Association/259602128411
mailto:Carmelita.Ball@SSA.gov


MWLA congratulates Joy 

Lambert Phillips on being 

selected as the 2011 Law 

Alumna of the Year by the 

Law Alumni Chapter of 

the University of Missis-

sippi Alumni Association.  

Phillips earned a political 

science degree from Ole 

Miss in 1976 and a law 

degree from the University of Mississippi 

School of Law in 1980.  She is currently the 

General Counsel/Senior Vice President of Han-

cock Bank.  

 

MWLA selected Phillips, a past MWLA presi-

dent, as Outstanding Woman Lawyer of the 

Year in 2004. The Mississippi Business Journal 

tapped Phillips among the state’s top 50 Leading 

Business Women in 2006 and as a finalist for 

Business Woman of the Year in 2007.   In 2010 

she won the Chief Justice Award for her work 

on the Access to Justice Commission.  She has 

also been listed as a Mid-South Super Lawyer, 

an honor bestowed annually on only five percent 

of attorneys in Mississippi, Tennessee, and Ar-

kansas. 

 

A member of the Harrison County Bar Associa-

tion and a past recipient of the Alonzo West-

brook Service Award, she is also a fellow of the 

Young Lawyers Section of the Mississippi Bar 

and the Mississippi Bar Foundation.  Phillips has 

also chaired the Mississippi Bankers Association 

Bank Counsel Committee.   

Member Spotlight Member Spotlight   
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Announcements Announcements   
Mentors Needed: The MC Law 

Chapter of the Women Student Bar 

Association are seeking members of 

MWLA who would be willing to 

serve as mentors for female law stu-

dents.  These students are seeking 

advice from female attorneys on:  

how to survive law school,  

how to student and prepare for 

exams,  

how to draft an effective resume,  

how to network and 

how to gain employment after 

graduation.  

If you are interested in becoming a 

mentor please contact Jennie Pitts.  

 

North MS Membership Meeting: 

North Mississippi Membership 

Meeting has been rescheduled for 

Wednesday, October 12, 2011. The 

meeting will be held at Park Heights 

Restaurant, located at 335 East Main 

Street in Tupelo from 11:30am to 1:00 

pm. For information and to reserve a 

spot contact Carmelita Ball.   

 

Fall Social: On October 20, 2011, 

please join MWLA at Babalu, located 

at 622 Duling Avenue in Jackson, from 

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  Tiffany Graves,    

General Counsel of Mississippi  

Volunteer Lawyer’s Project, will give 

opening remarks.  

 

Day of Leadership Committee: 

MWLA is currently seeking  members 

to serve on the Day of Leadership 

Committee. If you are interested please 

contact Jessica Dupont.  

Members on the Move:   

If you know any members who are 

making moves please email Denita 

Smith.  

 

Masquerade Ball: On October 29, 

2011, The Center for Violence Pre-

vention will hold its annual fundrais-

ing event, Masquerade Ball, at the 

Capital Club.  Tickets are $50 and 

may be purchased from eventbrite at 

http://cvpmaskball.eventbrite.com. 

Masks will be available at the event. 

For more details see  

included flyer.  

 

mailto:jpitts@cglawms.com
mailto:Carmelita.Ball@ssa.gov
C:/Documents and Settings/Owner.AlexanderSEC2/My Documents/Backup 7-10-09
mailto:jdupont@hscbpa.com
mailto:denitansmith@gmail.com
mailto:denitansmith@gmail.com
http://cvpmaskball.eventbrite.com


Public Service: Meeting the NeedPublic Service: Meeting the NeedPublic Service: Meeting the Need   
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On September 7, 2011, MWLA held its first meeting 

of the year.  The meeting was a huge success! 

La’Verne Edney and Patti Gandy were our guest 

speakers.  Sandy Middleton from the Center for Vio-

lence Prevention and  Daphne Higgins from Dress for 

Success also addressed our members to tell us about 

our partnership with their organizations.  

 

La’Verne Edney, former General Counsel for the 

Mississippi Volunteer Lawyer Project, spoke about 

the great need for volunteer attorneys to handle pro 

bono cases.  MVLP’s goal is to provide equal access 

to justice for Mississippians of law income and lim-

ited means through high quality pro bono legal assis-

tance.  Attorneys were urged to help by accepting a 

case, participating in mobile legal clinics, and providing legal advice to individual who call MVLP’s 

legal hotline. To learn more about MVLP click here to visit its website.  

 

Patti Gandy, director for Mission First Legal Aid Office, told us that  Mission First relies extensively 

on volunteers to serve its clientele. Mission First provides legal services and spiritual counsel to un-

derserved residents who live in Hinds, Madison, and Rankin County. Lawyers who volunteer to assist 

on pro bono case have an opportunity to change lives.  Attorneys may work onsite at the Mission 

First campus, provide ad hoc telephone advice in particular areas of expertise, and/or take referred 

cases that are beyond the scope of Mission First’s resources.  Click here to legal more about Mission 

First Legal Aid Office.  

 

Thank you to our guest speakers who helped make this meeting a success!  

http://www.mvlp.net/
http://law.mc.edu/academics/law-centers/public-service/legal-aid/



